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PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING PROTOCOLS

e Your microphone will be muted by the Host at all times.

e We'll be using the Chat to field your questions about the content
presented by our speakers.

e Feel free to pose questions throughout the session using the Chat.

e The moderator will refer to your questions during a Q&A session

toward the end of the program.



PRESERVING
ACTIVISM BETWEEN
AND BEYOND PRATT'S
GATES

The course is part of a broader initiative to
uncover and make publicly accessible the
history of activism on campus through related
courses and the collection of additional oral

histories, texts, and ephemera to be | E _gh&q | February 27.1973

deposited in the Pratt Institute Archives.

Thae Dvums Viodume 2 Mumber 2 February 2Tth, 1973
Cover image ilustration by Connie Harcld
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Because the course is open to graduate students in all disciplines, this may be the first
time they have been exposed to an archive. Students are asked to constantly consider who
made choices about what aspects of Pratt’s history should be preserved and to look for the

silences in the archives (Truillot,1995 ; Erickson, 2020).

We will share a brief example of student work that exemplifies this deliberative process
later in the presentation. However, because this was the first time we taught the course, the
main focus of the presentation will be on the dynamic relationship between the virtual

learning environment and digital humanities.



WE ANALYZE THIS
CLAIM THROUGH:

1)An analysis of the archival process
2)An analysis of student work
3)An analysis of the pedagogical

process

Pages taken from the Diary of Charles Pratt, 1889
Source: Pratt leatitete Archive




While historical records are fixed in their medium, these
records are dynamic representations of campus and
community life and as such are “always in a process of

becoming” through continuous and critical historical

interpretation. (McKemmish, 1994)

We found that digital media, combined with revised and
sometimes spontaneous pedagogical interventions,
contributed to students experience of the historical
records as always evolving and strengthened their

interpretive skills.

BEYOND AND B'TWEEN
PRATT'S GATES

ADE 6354P | 5 CREDIT

FALL 2019 | 9:30-12:20
SOUTH HALL 205
HEATHER LEWIS
REBECCA KRUCOFF

This course eaplores how social reforman and sctivists sddressed racial,

econome: and tocial inegualities beyond and between Pratt’s gates across the 20th
century through feldtrips to historical sites. guest speakers and archival research,
You will saplore why, and how—those with power and those with ittle power—
encouraged, or discouraged, community partnerships for egquitable access to tha
bernafts of education for politically and economically disenfranchiied communities
The course does this through several disciplinary lenses including social and urban
history, cultural landscaps thaory, and historic preservation




OVERARCHING COURSE
CONTEXT

e Interdisciplinary

e Close collaboration with institutional archivist

e Pilot course in unusual semester (COVID)—partially in person
and partially on-line

« Move from a final project focused on physical exhibition to a

digital humanities project with a website



Course Goals and Methodologies

Uncover and
NELG
accessible
silenced
institutional
history related

to grassroots
activism.

Revisiting
Institutional
Historical
Narratives:
Questioning the
Making of
History
(Truillot, 1995)

Oral Histories,
archival
research and
public
engagement
(public
history, current
student activism,
institutional
archives).




MY ROLE AS THE INSTITUTE
ARCHIVIST

- e\
v R

T\ TIE

- - ‘-‘L
N

W
\ &

Curate, preserve, and outreach of the history

of Pratt Institute.
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Articulate a vision for the Pratt Institute

Archives.




Archives have historically contributed to a feeling of otherness.

Our records and archival structure are focused on the

administration and faculty. What about the students?

The concept of the Institutional Archives does not accurately

reflect the history of an institution.

<Pratt Institute Archives




Has written policies focused on access and

transparency.

Welcomes participatory and non-hierarchical

knowledge building and seeking processes.

Understands that records are not static.
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Yearbook staff researching past works. Fall 2019.



Amplifying activism records housed in

the Archives through instruction.




Archives instruction session and presentation of

materials.

Students engage in archival research at the same time
as their professors.

Students request specific materials and visit the

Archives on their own.

Heather Lewis with Beyond and Between Pratt's Gates
students, Spring 2020.



Teaching students about archival

theory and practice from the
perspective of the archivist




ARCHIVAL LITERACY e Take into account the inherent biases of the

institutions and people that have selected and

GUES BEYUND LUEATING described a collection.
AND ACBESSING e Become aware of how these biases influence
PRIMARY SUURCES access and interpretation.

e Question why certain information is available
while other is not.

e Interpret silences in the historical record.

e Avoid biases in their research products.

e Cite sources ethically and equitably.

e Feel more comfortable requesting research

services from other archives.



HINDSIGHT:

Teach them to take notes.
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SALTZMAN' HUST GO!

The Faculty, the Black Students' Union, the entire Engineering S5chool, and the Student

Coordinate have united in demanding that Henry Saltzman be removed From office. Saltzman

has repeatedly demonstrated his incompetence as a fiscal manager and administrator of an

educational institution. His arrogant non-cooperation and lack of communication with
utside of his Administration has destroyed all conflidence in him,

SaT:zﬁan has:

not printed or mafe available an Institute catalogue o
thus making the recruiting of new students an impossible ta

r the last two vyears,
sk.

2. wasted $100,000 on the Open School experiment, while conditions at the Brooklyn
Campus have continued to det

eriorate,
he Humanities School without consulting students and Faculty.
lecartments in Engineering and Science without gonsulting

L=

-
= B

of burthority' manifestu which created a military hierarchy
any semblance of democratic procedures

commi ttments make to the Black Students Union

Faculty, BSU, Engineering School & Student Coordinate against
Pratt President Saltzman, c. 1972.




This issue of The Prattler is put out by Nancy
Hom, Editor-in-Chief; Vernon Dais, Assistant
News Editor; Dave Ottiger, Reporter; Peter
Bartczak, Assistant Art Editor; David Ng, Pho-
tographer; and Robert Koo, Assistant Photog-
rapher; with help from Peter Farley, Penny

BSU VOICES DEMANDS fatizgiicz‘;nb;:;:ze?parber. and the Communi-

PRATE INSITTL T 1ROC : Layout design by Nancy Hom.
: : Open enrollment — More Black students enrolled into Pratt Insti-
VOLUI\AE 30 APRIL 8 1969 NUMBER 18 mlc—fmm “c.uhurat]]y" deprived areas. .
- ) Black Studies Department developed — in relationship to already
established schools.
School of Humanities — to develop a basic Black awareness through
understanding,.
School of Architecture — to develop an awareness of the physical
environment (Black community). CALEN DAR o F EVENTS
School of Fashion — to develop an awareness of cultural costumes
and its influence upon the society.
School of Art & Design — to develop exposure by this means of ex- TUESDAY
pression and the artistic influence upon culture within our society. 10:00 a.m. General meeting, Memorial Hall information on the
More Black professors enlisted to teach. activities of vacation week and future plans.
More Blacks on the personnel staff of Pratt Institute. General Meeting of the faculty. Afternoon Lawn seminars con-
Master Plar. Black architects to come in and look over the cerning issues of the morning meeting. Time to be announced.
Master Plan and re-evaluate. WEDNESDAY
a. Coordination of similar needs of the community as well as those Lawn seminars to continue discussion of Tuesday's issues.
needs of Pratt THURSDAY '
1. E_IRI‘“““'.‘--' carm |_i"~3|||l_lli“- Lawn seminars on broad issues of the strike, education, and
Educational facilities Library — Gym.

IRATT DSTTTUTE /FROCKIYNMNY.

society.
FRIDAY
Morning — Lawn Seminars
2:00 p.m. Mass meeting, Mem

rehi § 1 |y i .
arship fund for ur graduates based on needs and

ture
luation of Campaign Culture from thc=e

ranization.

STUDENT MANIFESTO: SUPPLIES AND OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES
As students we cannot and will not stand by refusing to acknowledge AND EQUIPMENT, BOOKS, ALTERATION
the situation which has arisen here at Pratt Institute 1. Improving the standards at Pratt. .
a. Improvement and expansion of existing facilities.
b. Pooling of workshop facilities
¢, More equipment, based on assesment after pooling of shops.
d. Opening of workshops, with technicians 24 hours a day.
1. Overhauling of protection service and burglary system.
2. Overhauling of efficiency of custodial system.

In a time when communications between administration and stu-
dents, college and community, are at a premium, we have suffered only
tokenism and falseness. When the word of the administrators is no
longer credible because of so many inconsistencies from day to day
to day, then who are we to believe? What can be expected in an inter-
communal relationship? _ o,

Jr nd}i lationship’ i by & ¢ : . The Pratt bookstore becoming a student operated organization

or‘I e students to fur[hc_r_ st}hsidtze this sc.huols_ ﬁnm?c-m v}u}f.: business for a reduction of spending costs.
management would hs_. poor busmcm on our own part. '[hf.. tuition raise 1. Health Service — Full time doctor better qualified nurses.
h:fs been suggested without full financial k_nm»](:i.{gc \\-‘lthm‘ the school, 2. Employment of Efficiency Expert Team: To deal with office
without any attempts to see that there will be funds available to the operations
students who cannot afford the hike, and without even enough time for __ . = _

. 4 STAFF BENEFITS
any students to research other schools. 3 . - e "

> he Pra Iy i a < ; 1. Statement of what is constituted under “Staff Benefits.
. The I T-ll]tl ﬁlﬂdt_:l. hmgl nli\_nmmlxr‘\ l»!mnfglcr \t;:ce mdthe] m_'um‘\\?lch a. How “Staff Benefits” are distributed.
eflect us: policy making, hiring an: iring of facu and & ministrators. - 1 ~ - 0 o

L  eonat vo the L RN, CLERICAL AND NON-ACADEMIC SALARIES

We are decidedly Iopposui to the resic ._nlu: policy that has been | = 4 00¢ 10 be reviewed by EFFICIENCY EXPERT TEAM:
adopted by Pratt Institute concerning the Willoughby I and II build-
ings; as well as the manner in which this was developed, which reflects
a clear violation of the attitudes presented by the existing administration

action taken on their findings.
a. Expansion of neglected areas.
: 1. Placement Service — More staff
at an earlier date. 2. Guidance facilities and staff for all student problems.
In concluﬂ_lon we charge the board of ITru:i!f:cs to carry out Ul  pueTPUCTIONAL SALARIES
suggestions to improve our school, Pratt Institute. 1. Administration and Trustees meet with the entire Faculty and/or a
body of representatives chosen with the consent of the entire faculty
STUDENT DEMANDS to examine issues of “Instructional Salaries.”
“THE PRATT STUDENT BODY DEMANDS A STRONGER a. Proceedings of all meetings should be published to the entire
VOICE IN THE AREAS WHICH AFFECT US: POLICY MAKING, il
HIRING AND FIRING OF FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION" b. Final decision for the actions of the Board of Trustees on the
STUDENT MANIFESTO. spending of funds and all pertinent matters thereof will be made by
a committee of Administrators, Faculty, and Students.
CONCLUSIONS:
1. All findings on the above points will be published by the Student
Coordinate.
2. A progress report of all findings and tentative solutions must be
published on April 15th, 1969.
. All final reports of findings and tentative decisions made by the
Board of Trustees on the above demands must be in to the Stu-
dent Coordinate by April 30th, 1969 for publication.

The students are on strike as a culmination of years of abuse of power on the part of the Pratt administration. The indifference of the Ad-
ministration and the Board of Trustees to the legitimate use of power has led to the disenfranchisement of students and faculty in the decision
making process and in an exploitative policy toward the community which is called upon to furnish the “raw materials" for Pratt's unjustified
demand for expansion. In addition to the recent tuition increase, Pratt has begun the process of taking over adjacént integrated middle class hous-
ing projects on Willoughby Ave. and has engaged in arbitrary and unjust firing of concerned faculty. These recent decisions were made not only
with absolute arrogance and indifference to the Pratt Community, but also were in direct violation of an explicit understanding between the Ad-
ministration and the community that students, faculty and local community members would be consulted before such decisions wems made. :
Why do we reject Pratt? : o .

Prait is a corporation operated to provide vocationally trained personnel to business. The Board of Trustees acts in self-interest, not in

- the interest of our education. : peis
. What should Pratt be? B

Faculty, students and the commu ¢ working together to establish a meaningful educative structure in which real and relevant experiences

take place. :

ADMINISTRATION

1. A student and faculty auditing of financial statements and records.
Total examination of financial structure — allocation of funds;
a. Debts
b. Groups approached for funds
c. Breakdown of each schools’ budget
d. Better division of financial burden

. Administrative and Board of Trustees Salaries

a. Salaries

b. Functions 4, No decision pertaining to these matters shall be acted upon before
i A QRC 1 icati ¥ 3 b inate
¢. Administrative Titles ‘\DHF 30th, Ht;}j_mﬂmu! 'puhllu.\tftzn“l-:? the Student Coordinate
. The Administration and Board of Trustees for one week before enactment of decision. 2
5. All future decisions made by the Board of Trustees must be ,

Administration begin working more diligently for the aims of the Lo 5 > 3
published by the Student Coordinate at least two weeks before

student body and faculty. 4 . 4 e 5
4 enactment of decision, making the decision tentative.

a. These dealings constitute a greater commitment by the Board
of Trustees, and should not be executed merely in terms of Ad- FUTURE GOALS

ministrative convenience 1. The relationship of Pratt and the community. [ ]
- B We, the student body of Pratt Institute, being one of the major
DENT AID bodies of the school, no longer accept the administrative attitude rI
There must be increased subsidy to students on the basis of financial defining our relationship toward the community. We will define, ,
need and merit. rather than the Institute administration, our relationship to the com-

a. More scholarships and grants munity and reject the paternalistic attitude adopted by the adminis-
b. A student and faculty review of the current breakdown and dis- tration in describing our (students) position relative to the com-

tribution of all student aid funds, for future action. munity.
¢. A comprehensive inquiry into the effect of increased loans on A statement from the Board of Trustees specifying their ideas
student body pending tuition increases and their views dealing with the nature of Pratt Institute. ®

“ MANIFESTO
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FOUND OUT WHERE THE TRUTH WAS TOLD TO DEVELOP THE CENTER FOR BLACK AND LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES
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JUNE, 1972

Left: "Borinquen”, Quintana. DRUM, 1973.

Right: Proposal for a Research and Planning Proposal
for a Research and Planning Grant to to Develop the

Center for Black and Latin American Studies at Pratt

Institute, BSU & Boricuas Unidos, 1972.




KING'S DEATH: Do We Really Care?

On April 4th a world tragedy
occurred with the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize,
organizer of the first civil rights
organization in the South, and
the symbolic leader of the oppres-
sed in this country and the world.
His death was mourned by many,
BUT NOT ALL.

On Monday, April 7th, a stu-
dent asked me why there was no
school. Such unawareness of so-
cial as well as political events, is
typical of most (supposedly hip)
white Pratt students. And when
it comes to Civil Rights, Joe Pratt
couldn’t care less. Everybody con-

demns the war, and is pro-Mc-
Carthy, but who condemns White
Racism and is pro-integration?
Everybody talks about the oppres-
sion of the peasants in Vietnam,
but who speaks of the oppression
of the black man in our own back
yard? Everybody on campus is
aware of the “Peace Corps,” but
who has heard of “Vista”?

To my surprise, Memorial Hall
was full at the service on April

7th. About half of those present

were faculty members or people
from the neighborhood, and
about half were Pratt students.
(Yes, 300 out of 4000, the major-
ity of whom were there out of

sympathy? Guilt complex?)

People say: well look at the
“Pratt Youth Corps,” and I say:
look at their $500 budget.

A change has to come, and it
is the responsibility of Pratt stu-
dents to become leaders in that
change. It is unfortunate that it
takes violence to awaken people
to the ugliness around them. But
let us rid ourselves of the phoni-
ness and tokenism that lingers in
the air, and attempt to remedy
the injustices done to our brother,
The Black American.

Michael DeCerbo

A White Student

[t’s the Same War

A lot of people are mad about what's been going down in the

The invasion of Cambodia, the renewed bombing of North
A lot of us

last week.
Vietnam, the murder of striking students in Ohio.

understand that right in front of our eyes more Vietnams are being

created. But a lot of us haven't understood that there's a Vietnam

right at home.

Vietnam: 400,000 Amerikkkan troops
Cambodia: 80,000 Amerikkkan troops -

Amerikkka: Pigs and National Guards occupying Watts,
Harlem, Detroit, Newark and hundreds of other black

communities.
21 Panthers facing life inprisonment

9 Panthers facing death in New Haven, including
Bobby Seale, chairman of the Party

Ahmed Evans facing death in Cleveland

Robert Williams facing life inprisonment
Hundreds of Panthers, and other Third World
freedom fighters facing similar charges

across the country.,

Letter to the Editor. Prattler, April 30th, 1968.
Right:"It's the Same War", 1970.



WALL STREET: Constru

marches in thal area.

May 12th

Demonstrations against student

protests and 1 John  Lindsay
continued here

were joined by a lar

group “ of office work who had
apparently organized on their lunch
bours Lo join the demo

About 500 policemen,
mounted and some on
scooters, kept the parade «
sidewalk, to awoid disruption
traffic and a possible
with  anti-war  office
siood on the opposite comer with
their hands raised in

The construction w
several  weak

The marchers circled the ]
eeded up Broadway

where the construction men retumned
to work,

All  day i al Pace
been cancelled for remalnde
he week L ol stude
CAMpUS  prope from a
demonstrations of
construction men and office

Sit-In at Wagner

) Wednenday afte '
College studenis
Arthur

st b

Ludants

had

al the

dents

offi , filling th
plion
ing the off

st up on
stud
programs and
strik
The center

Y cane
aily
the communi

joint

as called.

Young Lords
and # Panthers from  the
Inner-city addressed the students on
Tuesday
committment to  revolulion
country. Later that ening, the
students performed three w mto
ralse monpey for the strike effort

Dual Crises
al Illgshlmgi_

Joan Schpeider

studen
In the
alnistration  bullding  on  the
ahattan Beach Campus Thursday at
o a demand "
usal of Mr, ¢
W profe
balng o rackst
aude al one

/ TS wenlng
discussion  with  Lie,  Willlwm  Lyles,

n workers stage anti- stration ng strke
g on protesting strike
by Ken Levine, !

taff and d
ertaini
rs

tement

. a bla

Buildin 0 lanned
activity and dis 4 a result
of the alre -
Apti explai
stalemes = taken out of ¢
and _xtremely misunerstoc
h n A - right
JAar - mover the
ceral years, 5 ¥
vhe anti-pover
arched in the
demonstration in

rsonnel and

or il a hearing at
the Board of Education will be

“I's an unfortunate
wnd would be unwise
Aptikar on this one incident,”
Andrew  Drummond, as

(L sk of apesch

Pratt Students
lavade NYCEC

hurled no casualities

ocurred,

When  conl

& said, “th
the area

relu
r minds afl
of them spoke with an
the coll
Pratt, Mis
Planning  Committe

initiate worksho
Black and Puerto Rican le
spoke before the council in favor of
closing the sc
otest of the cu

Is Pratest ROIC

i planned for the main
hnic Institute of
a.m, today to

regular bul no.

strike commitlee reported,
be determined

126 p.m. FRally at Vanderbilt Hall, 40 Washington Square.

scare caused the evacuation of the
main building; and someone set fire
to Poly's ROTC building, causing light
damage.

St John's:
4 DPTIONS

Hundreds of St. John's
University students in Brooklyn and

2000 in Jam successfully
petitioned for optional final
examinations Tuesday as
demonstrations against  the  war
continued on bolh campuses.

Th unive annoy
Tuesday thal
options with reges «w  final

mination; !
Th _ take finals,
all course requirements and
ter grade,
: sl
d on work done in courses
of May 6.

3) They may cept o letler
grade hased on work done in cour
as of May 6

1) Thes withdraw, without
penalty, from any cours up to May
16.

he third option, however, s
not open Lo students enrolled In or
taking courses in Lhe two liberal ar
colleges( University college in Brookly

and St. John's College in Jamaica).
Classes resumed Tuesday and
will continue to be held through
Friday, the last day of the semester,
No penalties, however, will be
given to students wjo choose not to
attend class.
Strike leaders at St. John’s plan
demonstrations  until
school closes,
memorial m the
students killed at Kent State was held
yesterday al  the Jamalea camp

Brenx Suspends
Glasses

200 members of the Bronx
Community College faculty voted the
other day Lo suspend regular academic
classes  amnd  partlclpate  In  speclal
tenching sesslons and Torums,

The declslon, an affirmation of a
May Tth referendum, was passed.118
In favor to 38  agelnst  and 6
abslontions,

The group alwo voled in favor of
mnpending  Tioal  exama, 00 for, 32
opposed with 37 ahalentlons

On Monday,  May  11th, the

fuculty once again In special slon .,

reaffirmed  their  supporl ol the
reforendum  In light of the decision
that none of the results vielate the
Board of Higher Edueation's policy,

BCP Boyatt

At the Brootlyn College of
Pharmacy, student faculty have
decided to partici actively in the
nationwide studen. n_ *ment to end
the Cambodian-Vietnan » War.

Besides cancellin mandatory
cla the  Student obilization
Committee and the Studer. “overning
Board are jointly drawing v olans to
utilize the economic powei of the
pharmacy and medical stuc s of
this country,

Initinl contact with the student
councils of pharmacy colleges across
the country ha been  made.
Committees are doing research into
the various companies in  the
pharmaceutical and related industries
for targets against which to wield an
economle  boycott,  Although other
unlversities  are  planning  boycotls
agninst varlous industries, all of which
are recelving support from BCP, the
college feels that no other group can
exerelse grealer powers against drug
companies  involved In  research  for
Biologleal and Chemleal warfare.

The offorts  for  sanity  In
governmental  poliey  are  not
procecding  simply  along  one  line
Plans are belng made to invite all
volers,  starting  with  student-parent
forums at  BCP, fio liscuss
govornmental polley. A meeting with
paronts s slated for Tuesday ovening.

ol | courdinator, e "
sludenis lded Lo vecale  Uhe May 13th Instruméntal

bullding olved “faclive the present cafeleria

This doclslon came  after support’ Il group of Pratt “It took years Lo gel a

earing
met with sudents when they vandalized the ot this college and you students

President  Theodore  Fowell

The Prattler, May 12th, 1970.
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Bedford-Stuyvesant

Pratt serves community

The campus of Pratt Institute  the people of il
located in the Bedford-Siuyvesant  community. Amor he prov : from Long i sity . Pace
section of Brooklyn (the largest in - designed  to  develog e ever college, and nLaw
Brooklyn) 15 an integral membes |::.,|:;.,|-\:||:_' need Tor identilication i
of the New York Community ar of the academic coq nity witl 3 ny « e ROTC students The ROTH

is wvery much concemn the surrounding populace are ¢ among Uie most important at instituted

A
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AL

Reserves
| second tour o
helping its neighbors as well as  Saturday art schools for children Several are members of the Although some transfer student ctive o he has served
training its students. All of New and the highly successful Prat Student Coordinate and  the wWere commissione n the vears Germany and Fort Jackzon %0
York City. rich in culture, Youth Corps. These programs and  Student Government, both of immediately following. the first  He came to Pratt in September of
business and a wealth | others like them allow Pratt which amply represent the entire entirely Pratt trained group of 1547
opportunities o cducational  siudents 1o have a vital and close  student body. The final review at cers  were  commssioned Among the highlights of
enrichment, is within the grasp link with the people of the the end of the school year, the 1955, Since then an a ge of activity for the Cadet Corps are
of Pratt students and L | COmumunity “President’s Review™ is  the iwenty-five annually have received  the annual intersession bivouac at
pecessary parl of each students culmination of ROTC gctivity and <ommissions as Seécond Fort Dix, N.J » Military Ball,
life hene Perhaps the most successiul  continues to b the thrilling and  Lieutenants in the United 5t s and the final review in Mav (the
ogram ever has been "Campaign  inspiring highlight of the yvear Armyv Reserve with at least one  President”s Review)
il an ansthitution !|u_'.=|-='t1 in the rll:'“!!.- WI“L‘h, took 'i"|.-:~.l.' el
ey 3 Pratt's campus during the summer
midst of the Ir'_nla'l and h?::\-m"-‘- ol 1968 For nine weeks
capital of the world is a fea e a hool studenis

high schoo
MM |i'_l,' Eil_‘\l!-':l,l-"\ll"-u YVESINL anct

Ihe opportunities for learning

ESL i) g
1

which lures many of the
siudents of science
[ 4 ||.L!;||l_'|'|:||'n! I.:'\Il:l::l
archutecture and food scien
Pratt

uted the
campus  dur
cultural enrichment
teachers wene

As an example, lield trips, c« unity
which are unique at most other coordinated with Pratt oflicials
schools, are a basic and frequent  for the use of the lacilities of the

expericnce (o students of all the Institute ; . - : 3 y N D B O O K
scademic departments a ratt ics ¥l 2 = - - i R O 5 T C : H A
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REACTIONS TO THE MALCOLM X MEMORIAL SERVICE
WHY CONSTERNATION? MISUNDERSTANDING THE INHERITANCE

is an unnecessary state. It is not
my intention to condone or con-
demn the remarks that were
made, but rather to motivate
those who were disturbed to look
into the situation a little deeper,
rstand why such a
ade.
nt in question was
ack man. A black

T0: The Prattler, the majority
tt students, and
f black stu-

r. It was

all men

lack man

and a brain to

with. And it

{ ote the
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There has been a good deal of
and an equal amount
nation about the social-
vent of the past Wed-

black pec
Hall be

men, women and children from
entire city along with a hand-
white curiosity seekers and
thizers.” Included among
rs were James Baldwin,
man (SNCC) and Rob-

I write for the purpose of justi-
fying something inevitable, some-
thing which of necessity will
shortly come to pass. I realize
that nothing could be more ab-
surd than commentary, than ad-

ing myself to the prolifera-
mplacency and spiritual

1 many other Blacks

I to an inherited set of

al malignancy, a historical im-
morality and an inhumanity that
Black people must respond to be-
bsurd, our provi-
; but the premises
tion are true. As |

|
1
)
|

that dem:

is= | true as the mountains of neglect,

black event
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nothing to ¢
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abuse, and destruction heaped
upon the souls and backs of a
proud people, my people. As true
as a majority of the citizens of
the country luxunating in their
hypoerisy and fear of the conse-
quences of moral truths. Strange
- te meen e ® Wb mo oA

MISUNDERSTANDING

(Continued from Page 1)
many comments by whites to the
effect that they were ‘“consider-
ably disturbed” over some of the
things said at this meeting, in par-
ticular a statement by Mr. Carson
in which he wondered what all
the whites (or ‘honkies’ as he
phrased it) were doing there. The
whites I have heard mention it
said variously that they were
“hurt,” “offended,” “puzzled,”
etc. by this remark.

My question is simply why?
What right have you or anybody
else to be offended? Why were you
there in the first place? Certainly
you have a right to go wherever
you wish but that does not pre-
suppose that you will be accepted.
At the very best, you will merely
be tolerated. One young man,
after the remark was made, saw
fit to vocalize his feelings by de-
manding that he be thrown out. I,
for one, would have been willing
to oblige him.

Everything concerning this
event stressed the words “black

people” and it was made abun-
dantly clear that any whites who
attended would do so strictly as
outsiders. Since this was the case,
since there was no misconception
as to the nature of this meeting,
Carson’s remark was not inappro-
priate.

The majority of the whites at
this meeting attended from sheer
curiosity. Their presence in this
case was not only unwanted but
completely intolerable. This meet-
ing was not held as a show for
whitey’s entertainment nor was its
purpose to scare whites. Any
whites who attended and did get
“upset” should not have been
there in the first place.

I am aware that it was an un-
forgettable shock to those naive
Pratt students, many of whom
fancy themselves “liberals” or
sympathizers with the “Negro
cause,” that they could have been
rejected by blacks at their own
school, this so-called “white en-
clave in the midst of a black

community” where the

outsiders allowed on c;):]guls)l&ait
brought by whites for their owp
entertainment. The recent Richie
Havens concert sponsored by Tau
Delta Phi fraternity filled Memo-
rial Hall with white faces listening
appreciatively as a Negro, a black
man, filled their heads with harm.-
less songs and told nothing of
what he felt. Negroes on campus
in this capacity are perfectly ac-
ceptable.

The meeting on Wednesday was
a revelation. It was an expression
of a feeling dominant in many
black minds and if you as whites
came seeking to be pacified and
reassured in your ideas about
“colored people,” then your pres-
ence there was necessary. If this
meeting served to make you more
aware of the way things really
are, if it showed you a new point
of view or even if it shook you
up, then you needed it.

Jo Lynne Spears
Black Students Union

"Reactions to the Malcolm X Memorial Service",

Jo Lynne Spears & BSU. The Prattler, March 5th,
1968.



How do you work with archivists and
students to interpret silences in the

historical record and question the
making of history?




STUDENT WORK: COURSE GOAL 1

Uncover and make accessible silenced institutional history related

to grassroots activism.

I

WHAT IF THE STUDENTS ARE RIGHT?

The Pra_tt-'lnstitu'té Black Student Union and Student Activism on Campus in the 1960's &
1970's

Kaitlin Millen, K-12 Art and Design Educator

Kaitlin Millen, Graduate Student in Art and Design Education.



STUDENT WORK: COURSE GOAL 2

Revisiting institutional historical narratives to uncover silences.

The,Development

(1930s = 1970s)

Makayla Ndu, Graduate Student in Art and Design Education.






STUDENT WORK: COURSE GOAL 2

Revisiting institutional historical narratives to uncover silences.

PRATT INSTITUTE
- A SOCIAL
EXPERIMENT

- T INSTITUTE - A SO
EXPERIMENT

Understanding Pratt
w through the
Progressive Era

THE STORY OF AN INSTITUTE THAT WAS BUILT WITH THE AIM TC
e EDUCATE EVERYONE, IRRESPECTIVE OF CLASS OR SOCIAL
oo STANDING:
o AND THE MAN BEHIND IT.

g The High Schaal as The

Anisha Karr, Graduate Student in Historic Preservation.
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High School Manual Training Class, 1897

source: Pratt Digital Archive




PEDAGOGICAL APPROACH

e We did not start out with a digital vision for our course other than to provide a brief
introduction to digital humanities and its potential for designing, integrating, and sharing
historical narrative.

« We did not have an opportunity to do “rapid” prototyping to test our digital curriculum.

« We did not think about our new, digital learning environment as a “place” (Jacqueline

Simmons, 2020).



WHAT DID WE DO BY DEFAULT?

IN RETROSPECT, WE CREATED A "PLACE” OF LEARNING IN
THE VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENT THAT WAS:

« More informal (multiple physical sites in bedrooms, countries, time zones)
e More interactive

e More responsive AND more critical

e More open to external voices

e More integrative



HOW?

INVOLVEMENT OF EXPERTS

The degree and range of involvement of experts in archival research, oral history
methodology, storytelling and digital humanities increased because of the flexibility of
the virtual environment. We shared a more interactive and non-hierarchical common

space.

WEBSITE AS AN ITERATIVE TOOL

Using a website as a platform for public history as an iterative tool rather than a final

product encouraged reexamination of evidence and refinement of historical arguments.

PARTICIPATION OF INSTITUTE ARCHIVIST

Increasing participation by institutional archivist in the historical narrative helped

create a holistic connection between “where we find knowledge” and “how we produce
it” (Huda Tayob, 2020)




WEBSITE AS AN ITERATIVE TOOL

e Frequent and cumulative feedback from external critics, co-teachers, and peers.

e Fluid reinterpretation of digital sources.

e Student understanding that the website was a work in progress that would be assessed as
such rather than a final product.

e Archival sources available digitally and frequently updated by the archivist in response to
students’ historical narratives and external feedback.

e Oral histories more interactive and iterative- continuing the conversation past the

interview via email.



WHAT DO WE NEED TO
DO T0 IMPROVE OUR
PEDAGOGY IN DIGITAL
HUMANITIES ?

Despite students' iterative process informed by frequent, rich,
and nuanced feedback from external experts, their
argumentative narratives were weak. This may have been
partially because of the unplanned transition to digital media
but it may also be a result of working with digital media and

focusing on “telling a story” with images and sound.



STEVEN BRIER ARGUES THAT THERE IS A PRESSING
NEED TO EXAMINE THE PEDAGOGICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF THE DIGITAL HUMANITIES
THROUGH THE SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND
LEARNING.

WHAT DO WE NEED TO

nu Tn IMPRUVE OUR AIthom.Jgh we C::hdu.Ctedf st:Jdent. focus gr.oup to elicit s’tuddtentCI
experiences of their on-line learning experiences , we need to do

PEDAGOGY IN DIGITAL

further research on our teaching to make any definitive claims or

HUMANITIES 9 identify patterns.

e Mid-semester focus group
e Involvement of students as partners in the research of teaching

and learning.



WHAT DOES ARGUMENTATION LOOK

LIKE IN WEBSITE DESIGN?
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